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command of the Scriptures.    This order is generally
disregarded at the present time.

The teaching of the Vishnu Purana, similar in spirit
to the above for Brahmans, and which is the rule
observed by those of other castes, is as follows:
When the dead body has been burned, the kinsmen are
to bathe with their clothes on ; and looking towards the
south, make offerings to the deceased as they say,
" May this reach thee wherever thou mayest be! " For
ten days the mourning is continued, during which the
friends are ceremonially unclean; on the first day one
cake of cooked rice and spices is made and offered to
the deceased; on the second day, two, and so on, each
day increasing the number until the tenth day is reached,
when Brahmans are feasted and the impurity of the
mourners is ended, a ball of rice being placed near the food
that was prepared for the Brahmans as an offering for
the benefit of the deceased. This ceremony, with the
exception of feeding the Brahmans, is repeated monthly
for a year on the day of the month on which the person
died. At the end of the year the ceremony called
sapindana is performed. Here again cakes of food are
prepared for the deceased, and an interesting ceremony
is perfoftned, by which it is supposed that the spirit of
the departed becomes admitted into the great company
of ancestors who are duly nourished by the offerings
made by the devout who are still living on the earth.
On this occasion four vessels of water are provided, one
of which represents the person on whose behalf the
ceremony is performed. The water is poured from this
vessel into the other three, and thus the spirit of the
person recently deceased passes'into the great crowd of
ancestors. The persons qualified to perform these
ceremonies are a son, grandson, nephews, or any male